Surgical treatment of destructive calcific lesions of the cervical spine in scleroderma: case series and review of the literature.
An independent retrospective chart review combined with a review of current literature. To describe a series of destructive, calcific masses of the cervical spine causing pain, neurologic dysfunction, and instability in patients with scleroderma and detail the surgical interventions required. To review benign, calcific cervical spine lesions associated with scleroderma and collagen vascular disorders. Little is know about the diagnosis and management of the destructive, calcific lesions of scleroderma in the cervical spine. The medical and radiographic records of 3 patients with scleroderma lesions in the cervical spine were reviewed. A computer-based literature search of Ovid and PubMed databases was used to compile a comprehensive review of the topic. The perioperative and surgical management of 3 cases of scleroderma of the cervical spine are discussed in the context of a complete literature review on the topic. These complex lesions were found to require significant resources with regard to diagnosis and management. Destructive, calcific masses in the cervical spine associated with scleroderma and an indication for surgical treatment are rare. Treatment is complex and not without significant risk to the patient.